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Growth of ICT sector key to economic strategy, says Collins

by John Daly

DRIVING growth through
innovation and promoting
Ireland as a gateway to Chi-
na are amongst the key
themes at I:hl::n upl_nrmng;
it@eork  Technology
t@m;'ms Conference takmg
place on May 5.

“The need to grow and
enhance our indigenous
ICT sector has never been
more urgent,” says Denis
Collins of IBM and chair-
man of it@lcork.

"This  conference  is
unique in bringing together
multinationals, government
leaders, entrepreneurs and
investors aimed at driving

growth for Ireland Inc n a
concise strategy.”

it@cork represents 300
member companies in the
IT sector, includes ex-
ecutives from multi-nation-
als, the public sector,
academia, entrepreneurs and
the legal community. The
opening keynote speech wili
be delivered by Mark Little,
former RTE Prime Time
presenter  turned  en-
trepreneur and founder of
Storyful, an online news
service. The closing address
i5 by Brian Caulfeld, ven-
ture capitalist and partner in
DF] Esprit, who was a pre-

vious recipient of the Insh

Software Association’s Tech-

nology Person of the Year as
well as the 2010 Halo Busi-
ness el of the Year
award, Other speakers in-
clude: Micola Mortimer,
Head of ICT, O2 — Cloud
Cnmpunn%ﬂmd driving op-
portunity your business;
Andy Dancer, CTO EMEA,
Trend Micro — Securi
your Journey to the Clouod,
Declan O'Mahoney, CEQ,
Firecomms — Building a
Business and M&A in Chi-
na; and Dr Mary Keeling,
manager, Centre for Eco-
nomic Analysis, [BM Insti-
tute for Business Value —
Getting  Smarter after the
- Economic Crisis,

“There are great opportu-

nities for Irish early stage
companies, we just to
go out there and lock for
them,” says Declan O'Ma-
ho “We have to play to
ml??trcngl:hx and bmllc??th:
brand, that’s where the value
and opportunities are. lre-
land is perfectly positioned
as a gateway to China for
technology companies.”
The Firecomms business
model has product designs
and B&D in [reland, wath
adoption and. growth in
China. “We just have to
think differently.” he says.
“It is vital that lreland Inc.
is prepared to exploit the
vast econonuc op-
portunitics ilable  from
the IT ind says Denis
Collins. * lﬂ m:'!Ir
competitive global econo-
o1y, we must create the right
environment  for  en-
h":Pr‘:nLurbh'lP, Jnnnmnnn
joined-up thinking and na-
donal branding, while tak-

ing advantage of the oppor-
mﬁitics a.grdcd by Picw
technologies.”

Many of the policies and
inigatives outlined in the
Programme for Government
will deliver outcomes of val-
ue to industory and will cre-
ate employment and export

opportunities, if pmﬁd
implemented, he a ed).'

strategic initiatives for
it include cloud com-

Eutirlg which Collins
elieves has the potential o
create thousands of new jobs
in the areas of software and
infrastructure  development,
and sales and marketing,
“All of the latest reports on
this area .... indicate that the
ace and scale of adopdon is
Ecy to future success,” he
says. "Ireland Inc has a real
chance to leverage the talent
of 15 IT community and
take a major lead in this area
but it needs to move guickly
and decisivel}r"
cdnhrm Thmnr Eﬂl::\ﬂ!:
Hunlbqrﬂl.rﬂh Hatal, Dowglas, Cork.

icork  member  rate €705
non-member €208,

will give

spesch at
the it@cork
%echnology

businass’
conference.



